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rated union are thus reduced by 43 per cent., thos'^af
the highest-rated, Mildenhall, only come down frotfiT:
26*9d. to 22*6d., or about 16 per cent,, simply to all
appearance because that union contains 110 aggregation
of the class of people who do not come on the local
rates. Examination of the table given shows that
great benefit would be derived from the scheme by the
rates of the unions which happen to contain prosperous
suburbs of towns. My own union, Headington, for
example, in which the rate stands at the low level of
7*id., because Oxford has pushed its wealthy northern
suburb into it, has its rate still further reduced to Scl.;
while the adjoining union of Tliame, probably much
the same in management and everything else except
for this accident, finds its rate raised from . i7*/d.
to i8'9d.

Cannot some better indication of the expense which
should be incurred be discovered ? I have thought of
the number of houses or tenements under a certain
value as representing approximately the number of
persons likely to be the source of the expense, but I
am afraid that the difficulty arising from the different
distribution of expenditure in different parts of the
country, and the different conceptions of a house or
tenement, would be insuperable obstacles. I am not
myself prepared with any suggestion in this direction,
but it is possible that the wit of man can discover
some standard which would serve the purpose.

If none such can be discovered, it seems that by far
the best plan, after the State had taken over any
services which can be better managed by it than by
the localities, would be to adopt the rougher but
simpler expedient of a frankly and directly equalisatory